xxv                       AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Nagore (may God illuminate his tomb, pardon- his iniqui-
ties, and sanctify his soul 1) a native of Ooppoo Elloor
(Ellore), have for a considerable time been in attendance
upon English gentlemen of high rank and noble mind (may
their good fortune ever continue!), and under the shadow
of their wings have nourished both my soul and body; or,
in other words, my office has been that of a teacher of
language.

Gentlemen of penetration used often to observe to me
with the deepest interest, that if a concise work were
written in a familiar style, and in the genuine Dukhunee
language^ containing a full account of all the necessary
rites, customs, and usages observed by Moosulmans, Euro-
peans would not only read it with pleasure, but would
derive much useful information from its perusal. How-
ever, hitherto, owing to want of leisure, this humble indi-
vidual* has not been able to undertake any thing of the
kind. But, in the present instance, at the earnest request
of (a possessor of favour and kindness^ a man of great
learning and magnanimity, a mine of humanity, a fountain
of generosity, a just appreciator of the worth of both high
and low, well versed in the mysteries of philosophy, a,
Plato of the age, in medicine a second Galen, nay, the
Hippocrates of the day), Dr. Herklots (a man of virtue,
an ocean of liberality, may his good fortune ever continue
and his age increase !)-f- I have endeavoured, to the extent

* Literally " this know-nothing;" one of the many expressions of
humility which Oriental writers are accustomed to use in speaking- of
themselves; such as " this sinner;" " this beggar;" " this slave."
t At the very earnest solicitation of the author^ the translator has
been prevailed upon (very much against his own inclination) to allow
the above hyperbolical eulog'iums to remain, though conscious of his
being little entitled to them. He has* been induced to accede to the
author's